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Street view of Mill Hill Schoal (formerly Ridgeway House) as it is today

€ollinson

Connection

Part< of Mill Hill School’'s HW London site was once the
home and garden of the early botanist Peter Collinson.
Following the connection proved a fascinating research
project for COLYN & BARBARA REECE...

ill Hill Schoal in north west Loncon celebrated
M ts bicentenary in 2007. Although the School
has a rch history with marry famous alumni, of
particular interest for us was that oefore the School came
o being part of the site was the house and garden of
are of Britain's most famous and influential botanists,
Peter Collinson,
Colirson was bom in 1694 and he inhented his father’s

trading with America with ships sailing to and from the
Colonies. Az a Quaker he was prohibited from going to
University bat he was seif educated, reading voracioushy
and comesponding wath men of leaming throushout the
wiorld. In 1728, &t the age of 34, he became a memoer
of the Royal Society:

Collinson was passionately interested in plants ana
trees, especially ‘exonics’ from e Amencan Colonies,
winich were considerad 1o De hardy enough to srow
oldoors in England'’s climate. He esiablished a contact
with Jonn Bartram, a retired farmer from Pennsyivania and
a fellow Quaker. For over 30 vears Bartram sent boxes of
seeds and cuttings o Coliinson, who disimiouted them
o aristocracy, siaiely homes and nursenes throughout
England. Altogether, Collinson was responsible for the
intraduction inkg this country of hundreds of plants,
gither for the wvery first me or rentroducms them
wihere they had died cut here and been lost to English
horticulture.

In many cases, Collmson brousht m and disinbuted
plants in guantiy where previously they had been
exiremety rere, and the effectof gl thiz was to bring about
& major ransformation of the landscape and horticulture
of England.

Moved from Peckham

Collinscn moved to Mill Hill in 1748 when s wife
inherited on the death of her father Ridgeway House with
its eight acres of grounds, the house having crginalky
esn built sbour 1595, Collinson brougnt with him all
the mlants and trees from his previous house in Peckham
and then continued to add to his collection, which
became one of the finest and most comprehensive in
the coumniny:

One of Colinsons parbcule Mends was Benjamin
Franklin, a frequent vishor to England and later one of
the Founding Fathers of the USA. Collinson agreed Lo
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